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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  South Burlington School Board 

FROM:  David Young, Superintendent of Schools 

SUBJECT:  Master Planning 

DATE:  June 16, 2017 

 

This is to bring you up to date on the work being done by our staff and outside consultants since the 

June 7 Board meeting.  In addition, an important part of this work is participation by the Board and who 

should participate in committees or subcommittees, which should be discussed at this meeting. 

 

Update – Binder of Supporting Documentation 

A binder which contains all of the work done so far will be available to review.  It will be categorized into 

the four areas approved by the Board on December 7, 2016 and were reviewed at the June 7 Board 

Meeting. 

 

TASK #1 – Identify the specific needs for upgrades at the High School and Middle School by June 30, 

2018 

Update – Mechanical and structural study of high school and middle school facilities 

The Business Office is preparing a Request for Proposal for this study.  There are three known 

companies who have expressed interest in this work, and it will be advertised as is the usual 

practice to determine if there are others.  After a vendor has been selected, it is estimated that 

we would receive a report within six months. 

 

TASK #2 – Identify and setup a system to monitor and report issues that are or may impact the 

District’s ability to maintain/improve the quality of Prek-12 public education by September 1, 2017 of 

any threats to the health and education outcomes to students caused by the location and/or physical 

space of the Chamberlin Elementary School. 

From the June 7 meeting, it was emphasized that the desired outcome is to get accurate information 

about the impacts of noise at Chamberlin School as it impacts: 
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(1) the health of students/staff 
(2) how student learning outcomes are affected 

 
It is not clear now if there are threats in these areas due to the location and physical space of the 

schools.  The question was asked about whether or not it is possible to get this information. Listed 

below is the work being done by the administration to provide these answers. 

Update A – Status of work by McKibben Demographic Research, LLC. 

Jerome McKibben, PhD, requested enrollment data from our IT data staff and has confirmed 

that the data provided by the District is what he needs to proceed. He has information from 

South Burlington City Planners on housing starts, building permits, etc. From the City Assessor 

he has information about housing values and trends in sales. He was informed that the Airport 

noise issue and the FAA home purchases in the Chamberlin School area is ongoing, which may 

affect his prior assumptions. In addition, he secures data from other sources which will be 

disclosed in his report. 

During the week of June 26, McKibben will provide a draft of projections, as specified in the 

contract.  Also included will be a discussion of the methodology used, assumptions made, 

margin of error, sources of data, and a review of the past projections versus actual counts. The 

report will be independent of the projections that we made for the FY18 budget which we will 

share with him when we receive the draft and a comparison will be made and discussed. The 

expected due date for his final report is July 7, 2017. 

Update B – The status of work regarding airport noise and student learning outcomes is updated 

in these three areas: 

 

1. A “draft” summary of the Chamberlin School issue and other areas where airport noise 
has affected neighborhoods. 

2. We expect some communication back from Stitzel, Page and Fletcher on how best to 
move forward with the Federal Aviation Administration. 

3. We are reviewing airport data, including an appendix of definitions; the correspondence 
from the City of Burlington; and maps, drawings, the work of White+ Burke, etc. and will 
put together a catalog for reference by a committee. 

 

Task #3 – Develop a contingency plan by December 31, 2017 to ensure equitable delivery of 

elementary educational services in South Burlington should the Chamberlin Elementary School need 

to be closed. 

Update - Space options in the event a school is closed  

A draft analysis about the options, costs, financing, permitting, and timeline will be in the 

binder. 

 

Task # 4 (no update in this area) 


